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Health  Committee, 

From  April,  1925,  to  April,  1926. 

- :o: - 


Councillor  T.  W.  WALTON,  Chairman. 

„  A.  BURY. 

„  R.  DAWSON,  J.P. 

„  J.  DUCKWORTH. 

„  T.  HEYS. 

,,  W.  F.  METCALF. 

„  T.  SCHOLES. 

„  J.  R.  SUDALL. 

„  A.  TAYLOR. 

„  J.  TOWNSEND. 

„  J.  WARD. 

Meetings :  First  Thursday  after  first  Monday  in  each  month, 

at  3  p.m. 


JVtaternitY  and  Child  Welfare 

Committee. 

The  Chairman  &  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  with 
the  following  co-opted  Lady  Members  : — 

Mrs.  GASTALL. 

Mrs.  HARRISON. 

Mrs.  SAVAGE. 

Mrs.  WALSH. 

Mrs.  WRIGHT. 


Meetings  :  First  Thursday  after  first  Monday  in  each  month, 

at  2-80  p.m. 
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Health  Apartment. 

- :o: - 

Medical  Officer  of  Health:  ALFRED  E.  TOWNLEY,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

D.P.H.  (Manchester). 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health. 

Member  of  the  Royal  Samtary  Institute. 

Sanitary  Inspector:  -  JAS.  ALDERSON,  A.  R.  San.  I. 

Lady  Health  Visitor:  Miss  A.  TOWNEND,  C.M.B.,  Cert.  R.I.P.H., 
Cert.  R.  San.  I.,  Sanitary  Insp.  Hygiene  &  Physiology. 

Clerk  to  the  Health  Department :  -  T.  FARNWORTH. 

Disinfector :  -  J.  H.  CLEGG. 

Caretakers  of  Smallpox  Hospital:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  WALMSLEY. 

Foreman  of  Scavenging  Department:  .  -  R.  WALMSLEY. 

Caretaker  of  Slaughterhouses:  J.  THOMPSON. 

Steam  Disinfector  Operator:  J.  H.  CLEGG. 

(  R.  PILLING. 

Ambulance  Drivers  ’ 

(  KD.  WALMSLEY. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Oswaldtwistle. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  and  administration  of  Oswald¬ 
twistle  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1925. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  this  Report  is  much  more  comprehensive 
and  contains  more  detail  than  the  previous  four,  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  ot  Health,  who  require  once  every  five 
years  a  Survey  Report  to  indicate  the  measure  of  progress  made  in  the 
area  during  the  preceding  5  years  in  the  improvement  of  the  public 
health,  the  extent  and  character  of  the  changes  made  during  that 
period  in  the  public  health  services  of  the  area,  and  any  further  action 
of  importance  in  the  organisation  or  development  of  public  health 
services  contemplated  by  the  Local  Authority  or  considered  desirable 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  I  think  that  the  following  pages 
will  be  found  to  contain  all  necessary  details. 

I  may  say  that  in  the  preparation  of  this  Report  I  have  been 
put  to  considerable  trouble  owing  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  leaving 
the  district  at  the  end  of  March  without  having  prepared  or  submitted 
to  me  any  particulars  of  his  work  during  the  year  under  review,  and 
as  the  position  of  Sanitary  Inspector  is,  at  the  time  of  writing,  still 
vacant,  the  whole  of  the  compilation  of  this  Report  has  devolved  on 
me,  with  the  very  able  assistance  of  Mr.  T.  Farnworth,  the  clerk  in 
the  Health  Department. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  Tables  and  Diagrams  which  follow 
that  the  Death  Rate  is  lower  than  last  year  and  much  below  the  aver¬ 
age  for  the  last  30  years.  The  Birth  Rate,  however,  is  also  very  low, 
the  lowest  in  fact  of  which  I  have  record,  and  is  considerably  less  than 
one-half  of  what  it  was  in  former  years. 
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The  Infant  Death  Rate  is  most  satisfactory  being  the  lowest 
on  record,  and  when  compared  with  the  figures  of  20  to  25  years, 
as  shewn  on  the  Graph  facing  page  12,  is  truly  remarkable. 

The  mortality  from  Tuberculosis  and  from  Zymotic  Diseases  is 
also  most  gratifying,  and  I  think  the  Council  can  be  congratulated  on 
the  general  health  of  the  Township  as  reflected  in  the  figures  and 
Tables  in  the  pages  which  follow. 

House  building,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  section  of  this  Report 
bearing  on  this  matter,  has  shewn  considerable  improvement  in  the 
past  year,  no  less  than  36  houses  having  been  completed  compared 
with  the  following  figures  for  the  9  preceding  years : — 

1916  ...  0  1819  ...  1  1922  ...  2 

1917  ...  0  1920  ...  0  1923  ...  5 

1918  ...  0  1921  ...  0  1924  ...  16 

For  the  5  years  preceding  the  War  the  average  number  of 
houses  built  per  year  wTas  47,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the 
shortage  of  cottage  property  which  existed  a  few  years  ago  is  not 
nearly  so  marked  as  it  was. 

The  completion  of  the  Knuzden  sewerage  scheme,  as  mentioned 
in  last  year’s  Report,  enabled  a  large  number  of  closet  conversions  to 
be  effected,  with  consequent  improvement  in  what  for  some  time  has 
been  a  most  disgusting  and  dangerously  insanitary  condition  of  affairs. 

The  work  done  in  connection  with  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
is  set  out  in  detail  in  this  Report.  This  branch  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  is  much  appreciated,  and  the  attendances  at  the  Clinics 
are  most  satisfactory.  The  Lady  Health  Visitor  has  carried  out  her 
wrork  with  much  energy  and  enthusiasm,  and  keeps  the  interest  of  the 
mothers  alive. 

The  arrangement  made  in  1924  with  Queen’s  Park  Hospital  for 
the  admission  of  cases  to  the  Maternity  Home  have  proved  satisfactory 
and  I  think  that  in  the  future  more  use  will  be  made  of  the  facilities 
provided  there. 
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Particulars  of  work  done  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act, 
1901,  will  be  found  in  Appendix  II  at  the  end  of  this  Report,  a  copy  of 
which  has  been  sent  to  the  Home  Office  as  required  by  section  182  of 
the  Act. 

The  question  of  the  provision  of  a  Mortuary  has  been  under 
consideration  during  the  year,  and  I  think  that  this  matter  should 
receive  early  attention  since  the  only  Mortuary  available  for  the  district 
is  some  distance  away  in  the  area  of  another  Authority. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council,  the  Clerk,  and 
other  Officials  of  the  Council,  I  am  indebted  for  much  kind  assistance 
during  the  year  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Department.  My  best  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Lady  Members  of 
the  Maternity  &  Child  Welfare  Committee  and  the  voluntary  workers 
at  the  Centre  for  much  valuable  help  in  that  branch  of  the  health 
work,  and  to  Miss  May  for  her  services  in  attending  to  the  sale  of 
dried  milk,  Virol,  etc.,  at  the  Welfare  Centre,  and  keeping  the  accounts 
connected  therewith 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALFRED  E.  TOWNLEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


April  22nd,  1926. 
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Natural  and  Social  Conditions. 

Area.  4885  acres.  23  of  which  are  watei. 


Population.  The  census  taken  in  April,  1921,  shewed  the  population 
to  be  15*4-10.  The  estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  the  year 

1925  was  15,180. 

Taking  the  whole  of  the  Township  the  above  figures  give  a  density 
of  population  of  3.1  per  acre,  though  the  Urban  portion  of  the  district 

has  a  far  greater  density. 

♦ 

Physical  Features  &  General  Character  of  the  Area. 

The  Township  lies  between  latitude  53  degrees  42  minutes  and 
53  decrees  45  minutes  north,  and  longitude  2  degrees  21  minutes  to 
2  degrees  26  minutes  west,  in  the  Parliamentary  Division  of  Accrington, 
and  County  of  Lancashire,  and  Poor  Law  District  of  the  Blackburn 

Union. 

Altitude  ill  feet 

Boundaries  of  the  Distinct. 

On  the  north  by  the  districts  of  Church  &  Rishton,  from  400  to  550 
On  the  south  by  Haslingden  and  Yate  &  Pickup  Bank  „  850  to  1225 

On  the  east  by  Accrington  ...  •••  ”  44b  to  950 

On  the  west  by  Blackburn  •  •••  •••  »  500  to  850 


Altitudes.  At  the  boundary  with  Church,  at  the 


Feet  above 
sea  level. 


bottom  of  Union  Road 
At  Moscow  Mill  Street 
Opposite  the  Town  Hall 

At  the  boundary  with  Blackburn  on  Black¬ 
burn  Road 

At  Mother  Red  Cap  Inn,  on  Blackburn  Road 


...the  altitude  is  423 


55 


55 


55 


55 


450 

483 

490 


532 


Chart  showing:  Birth-rate  and  Death-rate  for  years 

1895-l92r  inclusive. 
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In  New  Lane,  which  is  the  highest  part  of  the 
built-up  portion  of  the  district 

the  altitude  is  581 

At  the  centre  of  Stanhill  Village 

598 

At  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton  Hotel,  Cross  Edge 

n 

874 

At  the  National  School,  which  is  the  highest 
portion  of  the  Belthorn  Village 

n 

1020 

The  soil  consists  of  loam,  while  the  subsoil  of  the  built-upon  portion 
is  mostly  marl  and  olay,  and  in  some  of  the  outlying  districts  peat. 


Stanhill  Village,  Broadfield,  and  Beltliorn  Village  are  mostly  upon 
the  grit  rock,  which  crops  up  to  the  surface  in  a  number  of  places. 
These  villages  are  upon  the  higher  altitudes — from  600  feet  to  1000 
feet  above  sea  level. 


The  town  is  chiefly  built  of  stone,  and  lighted  with  gas  supplied 
from  works  belonging  to  the  District  Council.  The  river  Tinker  flows 
through  the  Township,  and  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  also  passes 
through.  Electricity  is  supplied  by  Accrington  Corporation  for 
private  use. 


There  is  also  a  service  of  electric  trams  supplied  by  the  Corpor¬ 
ations  of  Blackburn  &  Accrington,  and  a  good  service  of  motor  ’buses. 


Apart  from  the  main  built-up  portion  are  the  following  hamlets  :  — 

Belthorn  ...  2|  miles  from  the  Town  Hall. 

Knuzden  ...  2  ,,  ,, 

Stanhill  ...  1  ,,  ,, 

Broadfield  ...  f  ,,  ,, 

Spread  Eagle  ...  f  ,,  ,, 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1921)  8,724. 

„  families  or  separate  occupiers  (Census  1921)  8,812. 
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The  population  according  to  the  Census  of— 


1801  was 

2710 

1871 

was 

10282 

1811 

5  ) 

3512 

1881 

yy 

12206 

1821 

)) 

4960 

1891 

yy 

13296 

1831 

yy 

5897 

1901 

yy 

14192 

1841 

yy 

6643 

1911 

yy 

15714 

1851 

yy 

7654 

1921 

yy 

15440 

1861 

yy 

9246 

Houses 

inhabited. 

Houses  uninhabited. 

1891 

•  •  • 

2753 

1891 

516 

1901 

•  •  • 

3067 

1901 

297 

1911 

•  •  • 

3554 

1911 

.. 

94 

1921 

•  •  • 

3671 

1921 

40 

Rateable  value  £77889.  Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  £285. 


Occupations.  The  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Township 
have  changed  considerably  during  the  last  two  or  three  years. 
Whereas  formerly  a  number  were  employed  in  chemical  works, 
coal  mining  and  paper  making,  all  these  industries  have  entirely 
ceased  in  the  district  and  practically  the  only  occupation  now  is 
cotton  spinning  and  weaving.  Some  of  the  male  population  find 
employment  in  the  adjoining  Township  of  Accrington  in  the  textile 
machinery  works,  and  a  small  number  of  the  remainder  are  en¬ 
gaged  in  milk  farming. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  female  inhabitants  are  employed  in  the 
cotton  industry. 

No  particular  occupation  has  been  noted  to  have  a  special  influence 
on  the  public  health. 

I  am  obliged  to  Mr.  Matthias,  the  Acting  Surveyor,  for  the  follow¬ 
ing  figures  shewing  the  rainfall  for  each  month  during  the  year  : — 


Rainfall  from  Jan.  1st.  to  Dec.  31st,  1925. 


Inches 

Inches 

January 

5.03 

August 

4.38 

February 

10.40 

September  ... 

4.67 

March 

2.24 

October 

8.41 

April 

4.62 

November  ... 

3.92 

May 

5.37 

December  . . . 

3.67 

June 

0.15 

July 

2.54 

55.40 

The  greatest 

rainfall  in  a  month  since  January,  1882, 

was  11 

inches  in  December,  1911,  and  the  lowest  0.15  inches  in  June,  1925. 
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Vital  Statistics. 

Total 

M 

F 

Births  | 

f  Legitimate  205 

1  Illegitimate  7 

116 

4 

89 

3 

212 

120 

92 

Deaths 

192 

100 

92 

Birth  Death 

Rate  Rate 

Zymotic  Phthisis 
Death  Death 

Rate  Rate 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1  year 
to  1000  Births 

1924  . 

.  17.2  14.6 

0.52 

0.39 

90 

1925  . 

.  13.9  *12.6 

0.52 

0.19 

66 

Mean  of  10  years — ] 
1915-1924  I 

•  17.9  13.8 

0.68 

0.67 

95 

Increase  or  decrease  in  1925,  on — 

Previous  year . 

—3.8  —0.20 

idem 

-0.20 

-29 

10  years’ average  ... 

—4.0  —1.2 

-0.11 

-0.48 

-24 

*  Standardizing  factor  1.016.  Corrected  Death  Rate  12.8  per  1000. 


Other  Death  Rates. 


Respiratory  Diseases,  excluding  Phthisis 

... 

2.08 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0.19 

Cancer 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

1.04 

Case  rate  per 

Case  rate  per 

1,000  living, 

1,000  living, 

Disease 

England  &  Wales 

Oswaldtwistle 

Small  Pox  ... 

0-14 

000 

Scarlet  Fever 

2-36 

1*81 

Diphtheria  ... 

1*23 

1*25 

Enteric  Fever 

0-07 

0-00 

Puerperal  Fever 

0-06 

000 

Erysipelas 

0*39 

0-92 
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Causes  of  Death  during  1925. 

CIVILIANS  ONLY. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

All  Causes 

100 

92 

192 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Measles 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

0 

1 

6 

Diphtheria 

0 

2 

2 

7 

Influenza 

3 

3 

6 

8 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

0 

0 

9 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

1 

0 

1 

10 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

1 

3 

11 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

1 

2 

3 

12 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

11 

5 

16 

18 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

2 

3 

14 

Diabetes 

0 

3 

3 

15 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

5 

4 

9 

16 

Heart  Disease 

13 

18 

31 

17 

Arterio- Sclerosis 

1 

1 

2 

18 

Bronchitis 

7 

9 

16 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

5 

8 

13 

20 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

2 

3 

21 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

0 

0 

0 

22 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years') 

3 

0 

3 

23 

Appendicitis  &  Typhilitis 

0 

2 

2 

24 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

0 

0 

0 

25 

Acute  &  Chronic  Nephritis 

7 

8 

15 

26 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

27 

Other  Accidents  &  Diseases  of  Pregnancy 

and  Parturition 

0 

1 

1 

28 

Congenital  Debility  &  Malformation — 

Premature  Birth 

2 

3 

5 

29 

Suicide 

2 

0 

2 

30 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence  ... 

7 

2 

9 

31 

Other  defined  Diseases 

25 

15 

40 

32 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

0 

1 

Special  causes  (included  above) — 


Poliomyelitis 

'  •  • 

0 

0 

0IJ 

Polioencephalitis 

•  •  • 

0 

0 

0 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Total 

0  ?  5 

7 

7 

14  a 

under  1  year 

Illegitimate  ... 

0 

0 

01 

Diagram  shewing  the  Annual  Death  Rate  from  Zymotic  Diseases 

during  1909-1925  inclusive. 


) 


* 


i 


i- 


Diagram  showing  the  Infantile  Death-rate  per  1,000  Births 
during  the  years  1895H925  inclusive. 
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Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  Year  1925. 

(Provisional  figures.  Populations  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1924  have  been  used  for  the  purposes  of  this  Table. 

The  mortality  rates  refer  to  the  whole  population  as  regards  England  and  Wales,  but  only  to  civilians  as  regards  London  and 

the  groups  of  Towns.) 


IB 


m  'Ban  jo  sosn'BO 

0 

CO 

tH 

O 

rH 

pafiipiooiiXl 

rH 

d 

rH 

d 

co 

fK  • 

0  w 

S9SUQ 

CP 

co 

q 

CP 

00 

w  £ 

3J 

^sanbuj 

•8J9U 

CO 

t> 

0 

00* 

b- 

W  A 

0 

psoipopj; 

T— 1 

rH 

0 

rH 

rH 

pi  H 

P3  C 

P9J9^SlS9'}T  AQ 

ct 

cq* 

co* 

rH 

CP 

PH 

p  Jii190  w9a 

CP 

CP 

CP 

CP 

00 

JO  S9SUT3Q 

2  fH 

fiTl  ®  ©  S 

0 

CP 

hS 

t- 

co 

rER 

RTHS. 

-I-3  id  rH  Cj  c3 

0  ?  7  n  © 

r  j  ^  rH  v-. 

Pq 

L— 

b- 

b~ 

CO 

co 

S3« 

OS  CT 

§  ^  q  S  IT 

<  O 

tH 

00 

CO 

CO 

rH 

^  O 

fi  d  S  d  © 

06 

d 

id 

d 

rH 

tH 

rH 

rH 

q  P  ^ 

b- 

CO 

00 

CO 

CO 

90119^01^ 

co 

CO 

d 

d 

d 

d 

d 

cq 

0 

rH 

CO 

CP 

RZU9UPUT 

CO 

cq 

CO 

cq 

CO 

O 

d 

d 

d 

d 

d 

H 

1UJ9t[Pldl(f 

CP 

CO 

rH 

CO 

0 

0 

0 

rH 

rH 

0 

d 

d 

d 

d 

d 

p 

0 

0 

0 

rH 

i[.§noQ 

Sxndooipvv 

0 

rH 

d 

0.18 

0.14 

0.19 

900 

M 

H 

CO 

co 

cq 

cq 

0 

M 

H 

J9A9^  ^9IIB0S 

0 

q 

q 

0 

0 

d 

d 

d 

d 

d 

-< 

pH 

CO 

b~ 

uo 

00 

CO 

P= 

S9{SU9J\[ 

T— 1 

rH 

tH 

0 

rH 

< 

d 

d 

d 

d 

d 

PP 

P 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

xodpmug 

0 

q 

0 

0 

0 

P 

d 

d 

d 

d 

d 

rH 

H 

rH 

rH 

0 

J9A0..T  0LI9UW 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

d 

d 

d 

d 

d 

cq 

cq 

cq 

b- 

co 

S9SUUQ  nv 

cq’ 

cq 

H 

rH 

ci 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

tH 

Birth 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Total 

Popu¬ 

lation 

CO 

06 

00 

06 

CO 

06 

0 

06 

CP 

00 

rH 

r“l 

rH 

tH 

rH 

• 

• 

CO 

• 

• 

• 

_a  ' 

01 

0 

• 

* 

• 

CO 

4-3 

m 

a 

oi 

^H 

O 

CO 

S3  O 

£ 

0 

c3 

£ 

S'S 

-H  ^ 

0 

£h 

Jh 

<0 

S-H  "H 

O  - 

PhO 

CD 

-4-3 

CE 

« 

nC 

C 

cS 

>■'  ■< 

bo 

fl 

W 

ce  be 

2.9 

0 

0 

rH 

157  Smal 
(Adjust 
20,000- 

London 

s 

H=> 

no 
la  ' 
fc  : 

tn 

O 

14 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

in  the  Area. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

Provided  by  the  County  Council. 

The  Council  have  arrangements  with  St.  Marysf 
Hospital,  Manchester,  for  treatment  of 
difficult  cases. 

In  addition  (in  accordance  with  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  517),  arrangements  have  been 
completed  with  Queen’s  Park  Hospital,  Black¬ 
burn,  for  the  admission  of  Maternity  cases 
both  for  actual  confinement  and  also  for 
prenatal  observation  and  treatment,  if  neces¬ 
sary. 

The  orthopoedic  treatment  of  children  at  the 
same  Hospital  has  also  been  provided  for. 

The  arrangements  have  been  concluded  without 
entailing  any  expense  to  the  Council. 

Cases  are  sent  to  Blackburn  Fever  Hospital 
when  difficulty  in  isolating  at  home  arises. 

Elm  Tree  Hospital,  Oswaldtwistle,  owned  by 
the  Council.  19  beds  now  available  in¬ 
cluding  those  for  use  of  the  staff. 

(6)  Other  Hospitals  available  for  the  District: — 

Blackburn  Royal  Infirmary. 

Accrington  Victoria  Hospital. 

Blackburn  Union  Hospital. 

Manchester  Royal  Infirmary. 

The  Hospitals  in  Sec.  6  are  outside  the  district  and  are  not  supported 
wholly  or  partly  by  the  Council  with  the  exception  of  M/c  R.  I., 
to  which  the  Council  subscribe. 

Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants  and 
homeless  children  :  No  special  provision. 

Ambulance  facilities  : — 

(a)  For  infectious  cases. — Horse  Ambulance. 

(b )  For  non-infectious  cases.— Motor  Ambulance. 


^1)  Tuberculosis 

(2)  Maternity 

(3)  Children 


(4)  Fever 
(6)  Smallpox 


15 


CO 

W 

04 

h 

Z 

W 

a 

h 

2 

W 

S 

H 

< 

W 

04 

h 

Q 

Z 

< 

co 

o 


o 


o 

n 

*h-h 

13 


JC 

O 

T3 

C 

ctf 


C 

u 

<D 

+J 

aj 


>->  o 

?_i  m 
>  63 
<V 

p£ 


-2  CD 

j*  .2 

©  H 
©  rP 
fe  P 


© 


P 


CO 

P 

O 

O 


© 

> 


o3 

CO  _  2 

tO^P 
□  w 
*  rH 

-+3  J3 
CD  n 
<X>  “ 

a 


HP  • 

CiD 

6C=^ 

^  ZQ 

Sh  ?h 

r-;  CD 

r£$  -P 

44> 

a?  a 

«s  r 

n3  ^ 

02  2 
nn  ■> 
P  V( 

©  © 


p 

o 

•  p— 4 
+4 

P 

Ti 

o 

a 


o 

© 

© 

<1 


!  "©  ~£  o 

—  o  ^ 

a  ©  ^ 

“  Ph 

54 

>>  $ 
^a  & 


© 

n3 


&H 


P 

P 

443 
•  rH 

CO 


© 

C/3  rrH 

a  ^ 

O  © 
2  35 


© 

P4 

rH 

r-H 

54 

P 

PC 


© 

4-3 

p 

© 

o 

«H 
© 
•  rH 

PJ 

Q 


P 

© 

© 


CO 

P 

O 

»  l-H 

443 

P 


CO 

rH 

i— i 

o 

O 

ni 

P 

c3  s_i 
OC  -4*P> 

an  ^ 

•rH  P 

p 

C1 


© 

© 


pi 

© 

12 

T 

o 

© 

54 

Pi 

p4 

-P  , _ , 

a 

>%"© 

P 

o 

r-H 

rP 

o 

2q 

? 

CP 

o 

©  P 
co  ^ 

~  P 
© 

P 

O 


54 

o 

©4 

P 


co 


Ph  2 
—i  O 

©  o 

§  ° 
O 


CO 


O 

O 

rH 

© 

© 


© 

© 


o 

© 


P 

> 

54 

© 

CO 

p 

O 

O 


4-= 

P 

© 

u 


P 

54 

O 

nP 


© 

O  ^ 
H  ^ 

opq 

p 

P 

54 

PQ 


443  ~ 

54  © 

O  h3 
Pn-r 


CO 


Pi 


°  p 

ns  s 

Jh 

-2_g 

tUD^ 

p 

•P 

£  ° 
O  © 

^  £ 

PI  Ti 

Oi  (x> 

T— I  O 
<4-4 

o  P 

f—l 

T3  4-3 

P 

©  c 

443 

© 

rP  © 

-5=  fcJD 

-4J3  C& 

P  PP 

nr!  > 

© 

P  4—3 

P  ^ 
.P  ^ 

P  ^ 

§  a 

_co  o 

2  © 
ro  q 


© 


^  > 
rH  44  , _ , 

P  ©  443 

pi  co  P 

Ph  S 

N  CO  2 


o 

«4-H 

CD 


P  CQ 

M  ^ 

H  J  6 


© 

r— 4 

443 

P 

© 

o 

© 

rH 

ce 

4-4 

© 

> 


L 


c6 

<5+H 

o 


-4H 

•  r— t 

c c 

•  r-H 
> 

w 

.2  S 

H-P 

P  P 

H-=>  QJ 
*  <H  r. 

^  r£y 

03  'D 


^  ©  13 

P  -P 

^  P 
cS 


P 

© 


•o  J 

s 

«J  I 

©  ^ 

-p  2  ^ 

2  43^ 

O  co 

'M  P 

rrt  ^ 

§  a 


CO 

o 


u 

w 

2 

H 

O 


© 

p 

p 

o 

O 

r^3 

443 

P 

P 

O 

o 


o 

P 

P 

o 

O 

443 

P 

P 

o 

O 


© 

P 

o 

2; 


A  ^ 
P  ^4 

P  <P 


?4 

© 

-P 

P 

EH 


co 

rH 

rH 

© 

P4 

CO 

•  rH 

Q 


,9  © 

CiD’co 

P  © 

•  rH  • 

?4 

o 

© 

<1 


© 

© 

•  rH 

& 

443 

H3 

P 

P 

CO 

© 

I  ■  I 

(X  co 

H  © 

^  13 


«44 


©  «2 


© 

© 

•  rH 

£ 

EH 


c3 


© 

P 

r— ■ 
r-r 

O 

o 

443 

P 

P 

O 

O 


CO 

443 

P 

©  ^3 

'-A  fl 

P  © 
Ph  p 

I  rH 
H-H 

O  ^ 

0  P4 

©  © 

^  Q 

1  '  1 


P 

K^» 

0  >3 

Ph 

CO 


P'S 

p 


PQ 


os 

© 

•  r-H 

Jh 

© 

CD 

U 

P 

2 

P 

ft 


CO 

© 


o 


O 

O 

f-4 

© 

GO 


co 

•  rH 

C/5 

o 

r-  ( 

P 

© 

fH 

© 

P 

P 

H 


co 

© 

CO 

© 

CO 


p 

© 

H 

© 

p 

© 

£**■ 


1G 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Council. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Alfred  E.  Townley,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Part  time  Officer.  Salary  contributed  to. 

Sanitary  Inspector,  Jas.  Alderson,  Cert.  R.  San.  I. 

Whole  time  Officer.  Salary  contributed  to- 

Lady  Health  Visitor,  Miss  A.  Townend,  C.M.B.,  Cert.  R.I.P.H.,  Cert. 
R.  San.  I.,  San.  Insp.  Whole  time  Officer.  Salary  contributed  to. 


Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

la )  General  Nursing. — Carried  out  by  a  District  Nurse  under  the 
District  Nursing  Association. 

( b )  For  Infectious  Diseases. — The  Council  grant  £T0  annually 
to  the  District  Nursing  Association  for  the  nursing  of  such  cases 
as  measles,  whooping  cough,  diarrhoea  and  ophthalmia  neonatorum. 


Mid  wives.  There  are  four  mid  wives  residing  in  the  Township,  and 
two  or  three  others  from  neighbouring  districts  also  do  a  certain 
amount  of  work  in  the  area.  No  midwives  are  employed  or 
subsidised  by  this  Health  Authority. 


In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  discussed  in  detail  the  arrangements 
which  had  been  made,  with  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  for 
securing  an  adequate  Midwifery  Service  in  the  outlying  parts  of  the 
township.  The  scheme  provided  for  the  conveyance  of  midwives  by 
taxi  and  the  payment  of  a  small  additional  fee  by  the  County  Mid- 
wives’  Committee  to  the  midwife  undertaking  to  attend  a  case  in  the 
scheduled  inaccessible  districts,  which  districts  previously  had  to 
depend  upon  the  services  of  unqualified  women  for  maternity  work. 
The  scheme  has  continued  to  work  smoothly  during  the  year  an  six 
cases  were  attended  under  the  provisions  of  the  arrangements. 


Legislation  in  Force. 

Local  Acts.  None  in  reference  to  Health  Department 


Local  Orders. 


Do. 
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General  Adoptive  Acts. 

(1)  The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889, 

(2)  The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890, 

Parts  ii,  iii,  iv,  and  v. 

(3)  The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890, 

(4)  The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907, 

Parts  ii,  iii,  iv,  (certain  sections  thereof) 
v,  vi,  vii,  (except  sections  82  and  83) 
viii,  ix,  and  x,  (sections  93  and  95) 

(5)  Museums  and  Gymnasiums  Act,  1891 

(6)  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907 

(7)  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts 


Adopted 

Nov.  11th,  1895. 

Dec.  9th,  1895. 
Dec.  14th,  1903. 


July  13th,  1908. 
Dec.  13th,  1909. 
July,  1915. 

1923. 


Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  (Outside  London,)  Order,  1910,  J uly  19th,  1923. 


Byelaws. 

(1)  Slaughterhouses...  Mar.  21st,  1864  and  Sept.  19th,  1912. 

(2)  Snow,  Filth,  and  Keeping  of  Animals  Mar.  21st,  1864. 

(3)  Cleansing  Footway  and  Pavements  ...  Mar.  24th,  1864. 

(4)  Common  Lodging-houses  ...  Dec.  1st,  1884. 

(5)  Houses  let  in  Lodgings,  or  occupied  by  mem¬ 

bers  of  more  than  one  family  ...  Dec.  1st,  1884. 

(6)  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  ...  Aug.  18tli,  1902. 

(7)  New  Streets  and  Buildings  ...  Mar.  14th,  1904. 

(8)  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  September  19th,  1912. 

(9)  Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  Feby.  20th,  1918. 

(10)  Regulations  for  Preventing  the  Waste,  Misuse, 

Undue  Consumption,  or  Contamination  of 

Water  ...  ...  July  24th,  1913. 

(11)  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  Dec.  18th,  1913. 

(12)  Whirligigs,  Swings,  and  Shooting  Ranges  and 

Galleries  ...  ...  Dec.  18th,  1913. 

(18)  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  July  22nd,  1920. 

(14)  Plumbers’  Regulations  ...  ...  April,  1921. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  Acts  and  Byelaws  are  efficiently 
administed. 
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The  Council  subscribe  to  the  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary  and  St. 
Mary’s  Hospital  for  Women  and  Children,  Manchester,  but  there  is  no 
particular  co-ordination  between  the  Council  and  the  Medical  and 
ancillary  services  of  the  National  Health  Insurance  or  of  the  Poor 
Law  or  of  other  agencies. 


Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply.  The  Township  is  supplied  with  water  by  three 
reservoirs :  Jackhouse,  Cobbs,  and  a  separate  one  for  Belthorn 
Village,  particulars  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  following 
table  : — 


Depth  ...  86  feet  9  inches 

Capacity  ...  70,000,000  gals. 

Height  above  sea  level  685  feet 

Area  of  water  surface  9  acres 

Area  of  sand  filters  900  sq.  yds. 

Capacity  of  service  ) 
tanks  | 


300,000  gals. 


25  feet 

15,000,000  gals. 
791  feet 
2a.  2r.  6p. 

450  sq.  yds. 

150,000  gals. 


? 

800,000  gals. 
1,058  feet 
? 

80  sq.  yds. 


12,000  gals. 


Capacity  of  Residuum  Reservoir  3,000,000  gallons. 


The  estimated  population  supplied  by  these  reservoirs  is  as 


follows  : 

In  Oswaldtwistle  (Jackhouse  &  Cobbs  Reservoirs)  15,000 

In  Church  Council  District  ...  ...  560 

Belthorn  Village,  OswTaldtwistle  ...  ...  600 


Total  ...  ...  16,160 


The  reservoirs  will  hold  a  supply,  after  allowing  10  million  gallons 
for  bottom  water,  equal  to  156  days’  consumption. 

The  quantity  of  water  supplied  daily  is  about  491,570  gallons, 


distributed  thus  : — 

Domestic  purposes 

281,000  gallons. 

Trade  purposes 

80,970 

Compensation  water 

129,600 

Total 

491,570 
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The  drainage  area  to  the  Jackhouse  and  Cobbs  Reservoirs  varies 
in  elevation  from  630  feet  to  1,000  feet  above  the  sea.  Certain 
portions  of  the  moorland  from  which  the  water  would  naturally  flow 
to  the  reservoirs  of  the  Council  have  been  cut  off,  and  the  water 
diverted  by  intercepting  open  sluices  and  drains  in  the  direction  of 
Cocker  Lumb  and  Cocker  Brook,  leaving  the  available  area  from  which 
water  is  collected  240  acres.  Certain  portions  of  the  drainage  area  or 
gathering  ground  have  a  sharp  slope,  from  which  the  water  flows 
quickly  during  times  of  storm  and  heavy  rainfall ;  other  portions  of 
the  area  have  a  gentle  slope  from  which  the  water  will  not  flow  quickly, 
except  at  times  of  heavy  rainfall. 


In  the  year  1907,  the  Council  acquired  Brewer  Lot  and  White 
Syke  Farms,  situated  within  the  gathering  ground,  and  in  1908, 
Standerley  Farm  and  some  cottages  at  Cocker  Brook  were  also  pur¬ 
chased  at  a  cost  of  £2,010. 


By  the  acquisition  of  these  premises,  the  Council  are  in  a  position 
to  prevent  pollution  of  the  watercourses  feeding  the  reservoirs,  which 
had  previously  been  a  very  serious  matter. 


The  reservoir  for  Bel  thorn  Village  is  1,058  feet  above  sea  level 
There  are  two  filters  with  an  area  of  80  superficial  yards,  together 
capable  of  filtering  24,000  gallons  of  water  per  day,  which  is  equal 
to  twice  the  quantity  of  water  delivered  to  the  village  ;  so  that  when 
one  of  the  filters  is  stopped  for  resting,  the  other  will  filter  sufficient 
water  for  the  daily  supply.  The  total  depth  of  filtering  material  is  4 
feet. 


Also  there  are  two  service  water  tanks  with  valves  fixed  to  work 
each  tank  separately.  The  two  tanks  have  a  holding  capacity  of 
12,000  gallons,  working  them  at  4  feet  deep.  This  is  equal  to  one 
day’s  supply. 

The  capacity  of  the  reservoir  is  800,000  gallons,  equivalent  to  80 
days’  supply ;  but  the  supply  of  water  to  the  reservoir  is  assisted  by 
springs  on  the  gathering  ground,  which  are  required  not  only  to  keep 
up  an  ample  supply  of  water  to  the  village,  but  also  to  improve  its 
quality  for  domestic  purpose,  since  the  water  coming  from  the  upland 
moor  has  a  distinctly  acid  reaction,  being,  therefore,  possessed  of  lead 
dissolving  powers,  and  liable  to  act  upon  the  lead  service  pipes  to  the 
houses. 

The  quality  of  the  water  is  good  and  the  supply  is  constant.  The 
number  of  houses  supplied  is  approximately  3500 ;  the  supply  in  each 
case  is  direct,  there  being  no  stand  pipes. 
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There  is  a  possibility  of  contamination  from  the  manuring  of  land 
adjoining  the  gathering  ground,  but  the  water,  as  delivered,  has  no 
plumbo-solvent  action. 

There  has  been  no  insufficiency  of  water  in  any  part  of  the  Town¬ 
ship  with  the  exception  of  the  district  round  Britannia  Inn  and  in 
Belthorn  Village,  but  the  Council  are  seeking  means  of  increasing  the 
available  supply  for  the  future,  since  the  growing  number  of  fresh 
water  closets  being  installed  will  lead  to  a  shortage  before  long. 

The  same  remarks  apply  to  the  Village  of  Belthorn,  the  available 
supply  not  being  sufficient  to  permit  a  conversion  scheme  in  that 
district,  in  fact  an  actual  shortage  did  occur  during  the  year,  and  the 
hours  of  supply  had  to  be  curtailed  in  the  dry  period  experienced 
during  the  summer. 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  only  instance  of  pollution  of  streams  during  the  year  was 
at  Knuzden  ;  the  pollution  was  caused  by  hen  manure,  and  was 
remedied. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Progress  still  continues  to  be  made  in  the  sewering  of  the 
district  with  sanitary  glazed  pipes  with  cemented  joints  and  ventilating 
manholes,  and  every  year  a  large  number  of  house  drains  are  over¬ 
hauled  in  converting  privies  to  the  water  closet  system.  In  the  case  of 
new  property  the  drains  are  all  examined  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
before  being  tilled  in,  strict  attention  being  paid  to  the  joints  and  the 
fall  of  the  pipes. 

In  the  main  road  many  of  the  overhead  wire  standards  have 
been  connected  with  the  sewers  and  used  for  ventilation. 

The  sewage  is  dealt  with  at  the  Council’s  outfall  works  in  open 
septic  tanks,  and  then  passed  through  9-ft.  deep  revolving  sprinkler 
filters,  six  in  all,  the  final  treatment  being  upon  the  land  filter  areas. 

The  village  of  Belthorn  has  a  separate  sewage  works  on  the 
same  principle,  and  Knuzden  sewage  is  now  dealt  with  by  Blackburn 
County  Borough. 

The  districts  of  Cross  Edge  and  Duckworth  Hall  are  still  with¬ 
out  a  proper  drainage  system. 
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During  the  year  gauging  of  the  flow  and  quantity  of  sewage 
delivered  at  the  outfall  works  has  been  undertaken  at  the  request  of 
the  Chief  Inspector  to  the  Ribble  Joint  Committee  with  a  view  to 
ascertaining  whether  additional  works  are  required. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

In  past  years  the  closets  were  almost  entirely  of  the  privy  type, 
or  the  waste  water  flushing  system.  The  policy  now  is  to  convert,  as 
quickly  as  possible,  the  older  types  to  the  fresh  water  system  and  with 
this  end  in  view  the  Council  received  sanction  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health  in  1928  to  borrow  £2,650  to  carry  out  this  work.  The  conver¬ 
sions  are  continually  being  made  and  the  Council  contribute  £4/10/0 
towards  the  conversion  of  a  pail  closet,  and  £4/10/0  and  a  dust  bin  in 
the  case  of  a  privy  closet  and  midden. 

In  the  case  of  new  property  fresh  water  closets  are  insisted 

upon. 

Closet  accommodation  at  the  end  of  1925  : — 

Privy  Middens  : — No.  of  Middens,  60.  No.  of  Closets  attached 
to  these  Middens,  149. 

No.  of  Pail  Closets,  339. 

No.  of  Fresh  Water  Closets,  635. 

No.  of  Waste  Water  Closets,  2,441. 

No.  of  Dry  Ashpits  (excluding  Middens),  1,182. 

No.  of  Movable  Ash  Bins,  1,168. 

The  following  table  shows  the  rate  at  which  the  conversions  are 
being  made  :  — 

During  the  During  5  years, 


year  1925.  1921-1925. 

No.  of  Privy  Closets — 

To  Fresh  W.C.’s  ...  ...  88  143 

To  Waste  W.C.’s  ...  ...  —  11 

To  Pails  ...  ...  ...  - —  2 

No.  of  Pail  Closets — 

To  Fresh  W.C.’s  ...  ...  46  65 

To  Waste  W.C’s  ...  ...  —  — 


No.  of  Waste  W.C.’s — 
To  Fresh  W.C.’s 
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Scavenging. 

With  the  exception  of  Belthorn  and  Duckworth  Hall,  the  whole 
of  the  scavenging,  refuse  removal  and  disposal  is  carried  out  by  the 
Council  ;  in  the  two  districts  mentioned  the  work  is  done  by  contract. 


On  the  whole  the  work  is  carried  out  very  satisfactorily,  but  I 
should  suggest  that  in  future  the  cess-pools  be  emptied  more  frequently. 
House  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping,  the  Township  not  possessing  a 
Refuse  Destructor. 


White  Ash  Farm  was  purchased  by  the  Council  and  practically 
the  whole  of  the  refuse  is  tipped  there.  The  tip  is  kept  in  a  satisfactory 
condition  and  portions  of  the  made-up  land  are  now  let  as  allotments. 

The  arrangements  made  some  time  ago  with  Accrington  Cor¬ 
poration  for  the  destruction  of  garbage  and  fish  refuse  still  holds  good. 


No.  of  Houses  at  which  movable  Aslibins  have  been  substituted 
for  fixed  receptacles  : — 

During  year  1925,  115. 

During  5  years,  1921-1925,  800. 


Ashpits  and  Dustbins — 


No.  in  the  Township 

Ashpits. 

1182 

Dustbins. 

1168 

Emptyings  during  the  year  ... 

18362 

29815 

No.  of  times  each  was  emptied 

15 

25 

Excreta,  Trade  Refuse,  Etc. — 

Loads  of  Excreta  removed 

•  •  • 

561 

(Collection  from  14,811  pails  and  205 

cesspools) 

Loads  of  Fish  refuse  removed 

-  •  • 

52 

Loads  of  Trade  refuse  removed 
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Chart  Showing  Tons  of  House  Refuse  Removed  1925. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

No.  of  Premises  visited  ...  ...  230 

No.  of  Defects  of  nuisances  discovered  164 

,,  „  ,,  abated  158 

No,  of  Notices  served — Informal  ...  164 

„  ,,  „  — Statutory  ...  6 

No.  of  Legal  proceedings  ...  0 

Classification  of  Nuisances  dealt  with. 

Ashpits  without  doors  ...  ...  ...  7 

Ashpit  doors  defective  ...  ...  ...  5 

Ashpits  abolished  ...  ...  ...  15 

Ashpit  in  dilapidated  condition  ...  ...  1 

Bakehouse  dirty  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bedding  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ceilings  defective  ...  ...  ..  4 

Chimney  defective  ...  ...  ...  1 

Closets  blocked  ...  ...  ...  41 

Closets  defective  and  dangerous  ...  ...  2 

Coal  Smoke  entering  house  through  faulty  wall  1 

Downspouts  defective  and  blocked  ...  3 

Drainage  defective  and  blocked  ...  ...  17 

Door  without  hinges  ...  ...  ...  1 

Eavestroughing  defective,  &e.  ...  ...  9 

Fish  refuse  receptacle  defective  ...  ...  1 

Floor  defective  . ..  ...  ...  ...  2 

Foodstore  dirty  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gable  end  not  watertight...  ...  ...  1 

Gullies  blocked  ...  ...  ...  6 

Houses  dirty  ...  ...  ...  1 

Houses  with  insufficient  refuse  receptacles  ...  7 

Houses  without  proper  closet  accommodation  1 
Offensive  accumulation  removed  ...  ...  5 

Ovens  defective  or  unusable  ...  ...  2 

Plastering  of  wall  defective  ...  ...  1 

Pollution  of  brook  ...  ...  ...  2 

Roof  defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Sewer  blocked  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Sewer  subsided...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Slopstone  waste  pipe  defective  ...  ...  5 

Street  fouled  with  oil,  &c.  ...  ...  2 

Tippers  defective  ...  ...  ...  6 
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Walls  defective  and  damp 
Women’s  conveniences  without  doors 
Windows  will  not  open  ... 
Workrooms  dirty 
Yard  door  defective 
Yard  surface  insanitary  ... 


1 

2 

1 

1 

1 


Smoke  Abatement. 

Eight  observations  were  made  during  the  year,  but  no  special 
action  has  been  taken  with  a  view  to  the  abatement  of  nuisance  from 
smoke.  The  time  limit  allowed  for  the  emission  of  black  smoke  per 
hour  is  1  boiler  8  minutes,  2  boilers  10  minutes,  8  boilers  12  minutes. 


Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by  Bye¬ 
laws  or  Regulations. 

The  Offensive  Trades  number  24 — 8  Tripe  boiling  and  21 
Fish  Frying.  These  have  been  carried  on  satisfactorily  and  no  action 
has  been  needed. 

The  Bone  Works  which  in  past  years  have  been  a  source  of 
considerable  trouble  are  now  closed. 

Registered  Workshops  number  97  and  are  tabulated  at  the 
end  of  this  Report.  Their  condition  has  been  satisfactory. 

There  are  no  common  Lodging-Houses  in  the  Township  and  no 
particular  action  has  been  called  for  in  regard  to  Houses  let  in  Lodgings. 

The  Caravan  encampment  has  been  regulary  inspected  and  is 
now  in  a  much  more  satisfactory  condition  than  in  past  years.  One 
Van  was  found  in  such  a  filthy  and  delapidated  condition  that  it  had  to 
be  destroyed  and  the  solitary  inmate  removed  to  a  Poor  Law  Institution. 


Schools. 

The  12  Schools  have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time  and  on 
the  whole  are  in  a  fairly  good  condition,  and  the  water  supplies  good 
and  adequate. 

School  closure  was  only  resorted  to  on  one  occasion  during  the 
year — St.  Paul’s,  owing  to  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria. 
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Petroleum  Acts. 

16  Licences  were  granted  under  these  Acts. 


Housing. 

I.— General  Housing  Conditions. 

The  houses  are  chiefly  built  of  stone  and  slated  roofs.  The 
majority  of  the  property  is  built  in  rows  and  the  streets  stone  paved. 
The  cottages  are  mainly  four  roomed,  and  there  are  no  back  to  back 
houses. 


There  has  been  a  moderate  shortage  of  cottage  property  in  the 
last  few  years  but  building  is  going  on  more  rapidly  now.  The  Council 
erected  22  houses,  and  no  more  are  contemplated,  but  a  subsidy  of 
£100  is  paid  towards  houses  built  privately,  provided  they  meet  with 
the  Government  Regulations. 

The  population  in  1921  was  15,440,  since  then  it  has  gradually 
shrunk  and  in  1925  was  estimated  at  15,180.  I  do  not  anticipate  any 
marked  increase  in  the  population  unless  some  new  industry  is 
commenced. 

II.  — Overcrowding. 

Overcrowding  has  not  been  marked,  and  what  has  occurred  has 
been  due  to  a  slight  shortage  of  houses.  Cases  have  been  dealt  with 
as  well  as  possible,  but  some  are  almost  impossible  to  rectify  owing  to 
high  rents. 

The  most  serious  case  of  overcrowding  discovered  during  the 
year  was  in  Kay  Street,  and  it  was  impossible  to  remedy  this. 

III.  — Fitness  of  Houses. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  area  is  satisfactory. 
The  chief  defects  found  ware  dampness,  defective  troughing,downspouts, 
and  roofs.  Some  cases  have  come  under  notice  which  can  only  be 
ascribed  to  wilful  damage,  where  doors,  door  casings  and  cupboards 
have  been  pulled  down.  I  think  that  in  many  cases  both  owners  and 
tenants  are  to  blame,  and  a  vicious  circle  is  set  up. 

Action,  as  regards  unfit  houses,  has  been  taken  chiefly  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts  and  not  the  Housing  Acts,  and  details  will  be 
found  set  out  on  page  27. 
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The  chief  difficulties  fouud  in  remedying  unfitness  has  been  the 
cost  of  labour  and  material,  and  in  some  cases,  particularly  at  Broad- 
field,  arrangements  were  made  to  have  repairs  done  gradually  owing 
to  the  large  sum  involved  to  do  the  complete  work. 

The  water  supply  to  the  houses  is  satisfactory,  and  conditions, 
as  regards  closet  accommodation  and  refuse  disposal,  will  be  found  in 
this  Report  under  the  appropriate  headings. 

IV.— Unhealthy  Areas.  None. 


V.  Byelaws  relating  to  Houses. 

The  existing  Byelaws  work  quite  satisfactorily,  and  I  do  not 
think  there  is  at  present  any  need  for  newr  ones  or  revision  of  the 
existing  ones. 

VI.  General. 

Every  endeavour  has  been  made  to  improve  the  sanitary  con¬ 
dition  of  the  Township  as  regards  overcrowding,  insanitary  property, 
and  general  housing  conditions,  and  pressure  brought  to  bear  on 
tenants  to  destroy  as  much  refuse  as  possible  by  burning,  and  to 
refrain  from  misuse  of  household  fittings  such  as  sinks  and  water 
closets. 


Housing:  Statistics  for  the  Year  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total,  including  numbers  given  separately  under  (bj  36 

(bj  With  State  assistance  under  Housing  Acts  of  1919, 

1923,  or  1924 

(1)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  16 

(2)  By  other  persons  ...  ...  20 

No.  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  under  Council’s 

Building  Scheme  ...  ...  0 

Financial  assistance  for  purposes  of  increasing  Housing 
accommodation 

(а)  By  loans  ?  Yes.  No.  25.  Amount  of  loans,  £6,680 

(б)  By  subsidy  ?  Yes.  No.  19. 

Amount  of  subsidies,  £1900 
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I. — Unfit  Dwelling-houses. 


Inspection. 


(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  218 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  under 
the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations, 

1910,  or  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925,  ...  ...  ...  "  ...  190 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  0 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  (3)  )  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  0 


II. — Remedy  of  Defects  without  service 
of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 


III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  3  of  the  Housing  Act ,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  28 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 

dered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  23 

fb)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  declarations  by  owners  of  inten¬ 
tion  to  close 


0 
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B.  * Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Ads. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  .  ...  ...  8 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  8 

fbj  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 


C.  Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14  d  15  oj  the  Housing  Act ,  1925. 


(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  wTere  made  ...  ...  0 


*  Refers  only  to  action  taken  in  reference  to  housing  defects.  Notices  with 
regard  to  drainage  and  other  defects  are  included  under 
Sanitary  Administration. 


(8)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  0 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  0 

D.  No.  of  houses  demolished  voluntarily  by  owners,  or  con¬ 
verted  to  workshops,  &c.  ...  ...  0 


Inspection  &  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

The  milk  produced  within  or  brought  into  the  Township  is  on  the 
whole  of  good  quality.  The  bulk  of  the  milk  is  delivered  from  house 
to  house  in  kits,  but  dairies  are  now  more  in  evidence  than  in  the  past. 
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No  action  lias  been  taken  under  The  Milk  &  Dairies  (Consolidation) 
Act,  1915,  or  The  Milk  &  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922. 

The  administration  of  The  Dairies,  Cowsheds  &  Milkshops  Orders 
is  satisfactory. 

Action  taken  as  to 

(i)  Tuberculous  milk.  None. 

(ii)  ,,  cattle.  None. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1923  :  — 


No.  of  dealers’  licences  issued  during  1925,  in  respect  of — 


“  Certified  ”  milk 

None. 

“  Grade  A  (Tuberculin  Tested)  ”  milk 

None. 

“  Grade  A  ”  milk 

None. 

No.  of  licences  issued  in  respect  of  “  Pasteurised 

”  milk — 

Pasteuring  Plants 

o 

None. 

Retail  distributors  ... 

None. 

Dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  are  regularly  inspected  and  their 
condition  is  fairly  good.  Regulations  were  made  to  control  these 

premises  in  August,  1902,  and  they  are  enforced  as  far  as  practicable. 
The  amount  of  air  space  required  for  each  cow  in  a  cowshed  is  800 
cubic  feet  irrespective  of  whether  the  beast  is  or  is  not  habitually 
grazed. 

Total  No.  of  cowkeepers 

84 

No.  on  the  Register 

84 

No.  of  inspections  during  year 

150 

No.  of  dairymen  or  milk  purveyors  (other  than  cowkeepers)  12 
Do.  ,,  ,,  on  the  Register  ...  12 

No  arrangements  are  in  force  for  the  Veterinary  inspection  of 
dairy  cows. 
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(b)  Meat. 

The  arrangements  for  the  inspection  of  meat  are  as  follows  : — 

Private  slaughterhouses  :  written  notice  of  intended  slaughter 
is  given. 

Public  slaughterhouses  :  no  such  notice  is  given  as  slaughter¬ 
ing  is  carried  out  at  regular  times  except  in  emergency. 

No  marking  of  carcases  is  practised  and  diseased  meat  is  disposed 
of  at  the  Accrington  Destructor. 

Stalls,  shops  and  stores  are  visited  and  inspected  regularly  in 
accordance  with  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Legislations,  1924,  and  no 
cause  for  complaint  has  arisen. 

There  are  five  slaughterhouses  at  the  public  Abattoirs  and  the 
private  slaughterhouses  are  as  follows  : — 

In  1920  Jan.,  1925  Dec.,  1925 
No.  registered  5  5  5 

No.  licensed  2  2  2 

24  beasts,  6  calves,  100  sheep  and  24  pigs  can  be  laired  in  the 
Council’s  Abattoirs,  and  during  the  year  the  following  animals  were 
slaughtered  there : — 


Cows 

178 

Calves 

62 

Bulls 

43 

Pigs 

278 

Bullocks 

127 

Lambs 

841 

Heifers 

73 

Goats 

1 

Sheep 

2051 

Total 

3649 

ic)  Other  Foods. 

Bakehouses  35  in  number,  and  other  premises  where  foods  are 
manufactured,  stored,  or  exposed  for  sale  have  been  inspected  from 
time  to  time  and  their  condition  found  satisfactory.  No  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  necessary  nor  was  any  instance  found  in  which  existing 
powers  were  inadequate  for  dealing  with  any  defects. 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  came  under  notice. 
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Amount  of  food  condemned  or  surrendered  during  1925  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption  : — 

Tuberculous  carcases  and  parts  :  lungs  137  lbs.,  liver  110  lbs., 
hearts  2 libs.,  stomachs  40|  lbs.,  offal  160  lbs.  Total 
468^  lbs. 

Diseased,  unsound  or  unwholesome  meat  other  than  above : — 

beef  147  lbs.,  sheep  14  lbs.,  calf  40  lbs.,  pig  carcase  52 
lbs.,  lungs  19  lbs.,  liver  37  lbs.,  heart  7  lbs.,  stomach 
36  lbs.,  offal  30  lbs.,  feet  10  lbs.  Total  392  lbs. 

Other  foodstuffs  none. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  necessary. 


Prevalence  of  and  control  over  Infectious 

Diseases. 

Infectious  Diseases  generally. 

The  only  marked  instance  of  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  since 
1920  was  in  the  autumn  of  1921  and  spring  of  1922,  when  an  exten¬ 
sive  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  :  practically  the  whole  of  the 
built-up  portion  of  the  Township  was  involved,  but  the  type  was  not 
very  severe.  To  cope  with  the  epidemic,  your  Smallpox  Hospital  was 
utilised  and  a  few  cases  were  sent  to  Blackburn  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  use  of  eucalyptus  oil  inunction  was 
of  great  service  in  this  outbreak,  and  we  hud  no  “return  cases  ”  after 
hospital  treatment. 

For  the  treatment  of  Diphtheria,  Anti-toxin  is  supplied  gratis 
when  necessary.  A  supply  is  kept  at  the  Town  Hall  and  also  at  my 
residence,  and  a  syringe  is  also  kept  ready  and  lent  out  on  request. 
54,000  units  of  Anti-toxin  were  issued  during  1925. 

An  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  which  occurred  at  St.  Paul’s  School 
during  the  year  was  traced  to  a  child  who  was  evidently  a  “  carrier”  ; 
she  showed  no  evidence  of  Diphtheria  but  examination  of  swabs  from 
the  throat  were  positive.  Removal  of  this  child  to  hospital  brought 
the  outbreak  to  an  end.  The  cases  in  this  instance  were  severe  and 
for  the  most  part  Laryngeal. 
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There  has  been  no  special  occurrence  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica, 
only  three  cases  having  been  notified  in  the  past  5  years. 

No  cases  of  Malaria,  Dysentry,  or  Trench  Fever  have  occurred 
and  cases  of  Pneumonia  are  referred  to  the  District  Nurse  as  soon  as 
notified. 


Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  at 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester,  with  the  exception  of 
sputum  examinations  for  Tuberculosis,  these  being  examined  at  the 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Accrington. 

No.  of  specimens  examined  in  1925  - — 


Blood  1.  Throat  swabs  9. 

Post-mortem  specimens  for  Diphtheria  1 


Bacteriological  1. 
Chemical  1. 


Water  2  j 
Sputum  25 — positive  20,  negative  5. 


No  use  has  been  made  of  the  Schick  &  Dick  tests  in  Diphtheria 
and  Scarlet  Fever  respectively,  nor  any  attempts  made  at  artificial 
immunization  against  these  diseases. 


No  action  has  been  called  for  under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox 
Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 


Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Chicken  Pox  and  Diarrhoea  not  being 
notifiable,  it  is  impossible  to  state  the  number  of  cases  which  have 
occurred  from  year  to  year,  but  no  extensive  outbreaks  have  arisen 
during  the  last  5  years.  Infantile  Diarrhoea  has  undoubtedly  shewn 
a  marked  decrease  and  the  table  below  gives  the  deaths  from  these 
diseases  from  1921. 


1921 

1922 

1928 

1924 

1925 


Measles 

0 

Whooping 

Cough 

1 

Chicken 

Pox 

0 

Diarrhoea 

6 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1 

4 

0 

8 

2 

1 

0 

8 

Weekly  reports  are  received  from  the  School  Attendance  Officer 
giving  the  number  of  absences  from  school  and  the  illness  causing  the 
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absence,  and  these  reports  are  of  use  in  ascertaining  whether  any 
infectious  cases  have  not  been  notified  previously,  and  in  detecting 
outbreaks  of  non-notifi  able  infectious  diseases  in  any  particular  school. 


No.  of  times  school  closure  adopted  during  1925,  for 


Scarlet  Fever  0 

Diphtheria  1 

Measles  0 

Other  diseases 


Whooping  Cough  0 
Chickenpox  0 

Influenza  0 

0 


No.  of  reports  made  during  1925  under  Section  14  (4)  Sanitary 
Officers’  Order,  1922  ...  ...  ...  1 

Subject  of  report — Outbreak  of  Diphtheria  at  St.  Paul’s  School. 


Influenza.  Waves  of  this  disease  have  appeared  periodically 
during  the  last  5  years,  but  none  of  them  have  been  of  such  a  malig¬ 
nant  type  as  the  two  epidemics  in  1918  and  1919. 

The  table  below  shews  the  deaths  from  Influenza  for  the  last  8 
years. 

1918  1919  1920  1921  1922  1923  1924  1925 

21  23  4  2  5  5  11  6 

Cancer.  An  attempt  has  been  made  to  enlighten  the  inhabitants 
on  the  Cancer  problem  by  a  series  of  addresses  at  the  Welfare  Centre 
and  the  distribution  of  leaflets  on  the  subject. 

The  lectures  and  leaflets  were  couched  in  simple  non -technical 
language  and  stress  laid  on  the  importance  of  receiving  early  treat¬ 
ment. 


No  cases  of  human  anthrax  or  rabies  have  occurred. 


Disinfection. 

Bedding,  etc.,  is  disinfected  in  the  Steam  Disinfector  situated  at 
the  Council’s  Gasworks,  and  rooms  are  sprayed  with  formaldehyde 
and  afterwards  fumigated. 

Schools  are  notified  where  children  of  school  age  are  affected  or 
in  contact  with  infectious  disease,  and  the  school  premises  are  sprayed 
and  fumigated  as  occasion  may  require. 
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Library  books  from  infected  bouses  are  disinfected  and  the 
Librarian  notified. 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  during  1925  ...  114 

,,  articles  „  „  ...  541 

„  schools  ,,  ,,  ...  1 


Causes  for  Disinfection  of  Articles  by 
Steam  Disinfector. 


Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  • 

...  ... 

131 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever  ... 

...  ... 

„5 

Diphtheria 

. . . 

...  ... 

144 

Tuberculosis  . . . 

.  .  . 

...  .  .  . 

33 

Cancer 

•  .  • 

•  .  •  •  •  • 

31 

Pneumonia 

•  •  • 

.  .  .  ... 

8 

Other  causes  (death, 

&c.) 

.  .  •  ... 

35 

For  Church  U.D.C. 

... 

154 

541 

List  of  Articles 

Disinfected. 

Beds 

•  •  • 

84 

Curtains 

1 

Mattresses 

21 

Rugs 

•  .  . 

1 

Blankets 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

77 

Coats 

•  •  • 

3 

Quilts 

.  •  .  .  .  . 

70 

Cushions 

•  •  • 

8 

Sheets 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

29 

Jackets 

7 

Bolsters 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

59 

Other  articles 

... 

32 

Pillows 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

91 

Pillow  cases  ... 

58 

541 

Articles  Destroyed  on  receipt  of  written  request 

from  Owners. 

Beds  ...  16  Pillows  ...  7 

Mattresses  ...  2  Other  Articles  20 

Blankets  ...  4 

We  have  no  facilities  for  the  cleansing  and  disinfestation  of  ver¬ 
minous  persons. 
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I  have  not  observed  any  special  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases  due  to  overcrowding — but  ther 
lias  not  been  any  particular  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year. 
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Tuberculosis. 

The  total  No.  of  notifications  received  during  the  year  under  the 
Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912,  was  — 20 

On  Form  A.  Primary  Notifications  ...  15 

„  B.  ,,  ,,  Schools  0 

,,  C.  Admission  to  Sanatorium  or  Hospital  3 
,,  D.  Discharge  from  Sanatorium  ,,  2 

The  notification  of  tuberculosis  in  the  district  during  the  year 
was  quite  satisfactory  and  every  case  which  resulted  fatally  had  been 
previously  notified  to  the  Health  Department. 


New  cases  &  Mortality  during  1925. 


Age 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

periods 

Pulmonary 

N  on-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non  -  Pulm  onary 

years 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1-5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5-10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10-15 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

15-20 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20-25 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

25-35 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

35-45 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

45-55 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

55-65 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65  &  upwds  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

3 

0 

5 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

10 

5 

3 

3 

Of  the  13 

cases  which  occurred  in 

adults, 

8  were 

employed 

in 

the 

cotton 

industr 

y.  It  must  be  1 

■emembered  of 

course 

that  the 

bulk  of 

the  wo!  king  population  in  this  township  is  employed  in  this  industry, 
otherwise  the  figures  may  give  a  false  impression  as  to  the  incidence 
of  Tuberculosis  amongst  cotton  operatives. 

No  action  has  been  called  for  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  which  concerns  tuberculous  em- 


The  following  Diagram  shows  the  Annual  Death-rate  from 
Tuberculosis  for  the  years  1901-  2 v  Inclusive. 


Death  Rare 

per  1000. 
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ployees  in  the  milk  trade ;  or,  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,- 
Sec.  62,  which  empowers  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  infective 
tuberculous  cases. 


ivaatemity  Child  Welfare. 

General  arrangements  for  attending  to  the  health  of 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children 
under  5  years  of  age. 

The  Council  own  a  substantial  building  which  is  used  for  a 
Welfare  Centre,  and  contains  a  large  assembly  room,  waiting  room, 
weighing  room,  and  Medical  Officer's  room,  as  well  as  accommodation 
for  caretaker  and  for  the  L.H.V.  who  resides  on  the  premises. 

The  L.H.Y.  holds  a  whole-time  appointment  and  is  a  very  well 
qualified  lady  with  large  and  varied  experience. 

The  Centre  is  open  every  Tuesday  afternoon  for  the  weekly  Clinic, 
which  is  under  the  charge  of  the  M.O.H.  In  addition  the  L.H.Y. 
attends  every  morning  for  interviews. 

A  Branch  Centre  is  held  at  Belthorn,  an  outlying  village,  once  a 
quarter  in  the  Conservative  Club. 

We  have  no  provision  for  institutional  treatment  of  nursing 
mothers  but  expectant  mothers  are  admitted  to  Queen’s  Park  Hospital, 
Blackburn.  Arrangements  have  also  been  made  with  this  Institution 
for  admission  of  women  to  the  Maternity  Home,  and  should  the  woman 
desire  it,  her  children,  if  any,  are  received  in  the  Children’s  Homes 
during  the  time  the  mother  is  in  the  Hospital. 

Children  are  also  admitted  for  orthopaedic  treatment  and  for 
general  nursing. 

Arrangements  are  also  in  force  with  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Man¬ 
chester,  for  the  treatment  of  women  and  children. 

Maternal  deaths,  still-births  and  infant  deaths  are  all  investigated 
by  the  L.H.V. ,  who  gives  advice  for  the  future  should  the  occurrence 
have  been  avoidable. 

Expectant  mothers,  coming  to  the  notice  of  the  L.H.V.,  are  visited 
at  their  homes  and  encouraged  to  attend  the  Welfare  Centre,  and  in 
cases  where  the  home  conditions  are  not  satisfactory,  are  offered 
admission  to  Queen’s  Park  Maternity  Home.  Free  milk  is  suppiled 
to  these  women  in  necessitous  cases. 
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We  have  no  special  arrangements  for  dealing  with  unmarried 
mothers  and  illegitimate  children,  or  with  children  permanently  or 
temporarily  deprived  of  a  home  with  their  own  parents,  hut  so  far  as 
we  are  able  cases  are  dealt  with  as  they  arise. 

No  food  is  supplied  to  women  or  children,  but  milk,  either  fresh 
or  dried,  is  given  gratis  to  needy  cases  in  accordance  with  a  fixed 
income  scale. 

There  are  no  voluntary  societies  in  the  district  in  connection  with 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work. 

The  School  Medical  Service  being  under  the  control  of  another 
authority,  close  co-ordination  is  difficult,  but  any  information  required 
by  the  Education  Authorities,  on  the  child  reaching  the  age  of  5  years,, 
is  available  from  the  records  kept  at  the  Welfare  Centre  of  its  earlier 
years  of  life. 

The  number  of  cases  of  puerperal  Fever  has  been  very  small  in 
recent  years.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  has  varied  from  year  to  year, 
and  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  have  appeared  from  time  to  time, 
though  to  no  very  large  extent,  and  it  has  been  observed  that  the  type 
of  Measles  in  recent  years  has  been  much  less  severe  than  formerly, 
and  been  chiefly  the  German  form. 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea  has  been  much  less  prevalent  in  recent  years 
than  was  formerly  the  case  and  Eolomyelitis  has  been  entirely  absent. 

Puerperal  Fever  is  usually  removed  to  Hospital.  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  is  treated  by  the  District  Nurse  or  sent  to  Hospital,  and 
epidemic  Diarrhoea  is  also  referred  to  the  District  Nurse  if  required. 

We  have  no  Hospital  treatment  available  for  Measles,  Whooping 
Cough  or  Diarrhoea. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Notified 

CASES 

Treated 

At  Home  In  Hos- 

Vision 

unim- 

Vision 

impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Death 

2 

pital 

2  0 

paired 

2 

0 

0 

0 

No.  of  children  admitted  to  Queen's  Park  Hospital  for  treatment  10, 
viz  :  Pickets  6,  “  Wasteing  ”  4,  Umbilical  Hernia.  1  The  period 
of  treatment  varied  from  14  weeks  to  over  6  months. 
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No.  of  women  sent  from  Welfare  Centre  to  Queen’s  Park 
Home 

••• 

No.  of  women  confined  in  Moorlands  Maternity  Home 
No.  of  children  admitted  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester 


Maternity 

7 

5 

2 


Further  details  of  work  done  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Department  will  be  found  in  Appendix  No.  1  at  the  end  of  this  Report. 


Appendix  No.  1. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Statistics 
for  the  Year  1925* 


Births. 

Registered — 

(1)  Legitimate  205  (2)  Illegitimate  7  (3)  Total  212 

Notified  within  36  hours  of  birth — 

(1)  Live  Births  184  (2)  Still  Births  6  (3)  Total  190 

(1)  By  Midwives  155  (2)  By  Parents  &  Doctors  35 


Infant  Deaths. 

Number — 

(1)  Legitimate  14  (2)  Illegitimate  0  (3)  Total  14 

Rate  per  1,000  Births — 

(1)  Legitimate  66-0  (2)  Illegitimate  nil  (3)  Total  66-0 

Maternal  Deaths. 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth— 

(1)  Fiom  Sepsis  0  (2)  Other  causes  1 

Midwives. 

Number  practising  in  the  district — 

(1)  Trained  8  (2)  Untrained  1 
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Health  Visitors. 

Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitor  during  the  year — 

Visits  paid  by  L.H.V. — 1.  To  expectant  Mothers  (first  visits)  ...  100 

2.  Total  visits  ,,  ...  127 

8.  To  Infants  under  1  year  (first  visits)...  204 

4.  Total  visits  to  Children  under  1  year  959 

5.  To  Children  1-5  years  ...  1351 

6.  To  Still-births  ...  ...  4 

7.  To  cases  of  Ophthalmia  ...  ...  18 

8.  To  cases  of  Pneumonia  ...  ...  5 

9.  After  death  of  child  ...  ...  22 

10.  Following  up  I.W.C.  consultations  ...  215 

11.  Other  visits  ...  ...  332 

Dressings  applied  by  L.H.V.  ...  ...  ...  89 

Treatment  for  ears  ...  ...  ...  ...  127 

Treatment  for  eyes  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Lectures  given  by  L.H.V.  ...  ...  ...  26 

Interviews  by  L.H.V.  ...  ...  ...  ...  289 

Sanitary  defects  reported  by  L.H.V.  ...  ...  ...  13 


Municipal  Maternity  Homes .  None. 

Arrangements  made  with  Queen’s  Park  Hospital,  Blackburn. 

Municipal  Homes  and  Hospitals  for  children  under  5.  Do. 

Municipal  Day  Nurseries .  None. 

Consultations  held  by  Medical  Officer. 

(1)  Mothers  22 

Weighings  at  Barnfield  348 

Average  attendance  at  Barnfield — 

Mothers  56*6  Babies  15’6  Older  children  34’8 


(2)  Children  845 
Weighings  at  Bel  thorn  24 


Average  attendance  at  Belthorn — 

Mothers  19  Babies  4 


Older  children  11 
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During  the  year  82  applications  for  assisted  milk  supply  were 
received,  involving  96  individuals ;  75  of  these  applications  were 
approved,  a  total  of  1598  pints  of  fresh  milk  and  72  cartons  of  dried 
milk  being  granted.  In  addition,  25  jars  of  malt  and  cod  liver  oil,  4 
bottles  of  cod  liver  oil,  and  7  jars  of  Virol  were  given  gratis. 

Eight  Rubber  Hernia  Belts  were  supplied  gratis  to  necessitous 
children. 

Two  children  were  secured  admission  to  Manchester  Children’s 
Hospital  for  treatment  and  two  children  were  fitted  up  with  leg-iron* 
for  ricketty  deformity. 


-::oo:: 


Statement  of  Accounts  of  the  Christmas  Party 

at  Welfare  Centre. 


Income. 


£ 

g. 

d. 

Proceeds  from  Garden  Party 

8 

9 

0 

55 

Jumble  Sale 

7 

15 

4 

Miss  Townend’s  Party 

0 

12 

3 

>5 

Social  and  Concert... 

2 

13 

0 

55 

Belthorn  Social  &  Concert 

4 

17 

3 

55 

Sale  of  Cakes 

0 

3 

0 

Subscriptions 

•••  •••  ••• 

8 

13 

0 

Total 

£28 

2 

10 

Cost  of  Xmas 

Tree  Social 

15 

19 

2i 

Balance 

7 

3 

n 
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Appendix  No.  2. 


The  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 

in  connection  with 


Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces,  &  Homework. 


i.— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 

Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

(1) 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Prosecutions 

(4) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

16 

— 

— 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

y  113 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
included  in  part  3  of  this  report) 

Total 

129 

— 

— 
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2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme¬ 

died 

(3) 

Refer  - 
red  to 
H.M. 
Ins¬ 
pector 

°  s 
S'-g 
'S  o 
§  8 

3.  ° 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — * 

Want  of  cleanliness 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Want  of  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

•  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  nuisances 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Sanitary 

insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

accommodation 

unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

\  not  separate  for  sexes  .  . 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse 
(s.  101) 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bake- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

houses  (ss.  97  to  100) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  or 
offences  under  the  Sections  mentioned  in  the 
Schedule  to  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories 
and  Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers)  Order, 
1921.) 

Total 

3 

3 

— 

— 

*  Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8,  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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3.— HOME  WORK. 

There  are  no  Out-workers. 


■::o:: 


4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  is  31)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(1) 

Number 

(2) 

Painters 

9 

Pickle  Manufacturers 

1 

Bakehouses 

35 

Boot  and  Clog  Makers 

14 

Dressmakers  and  Milliners . . 

14 

Joiners 

6 

Plumbers 

3 

Tinplate  Workers 

2 

Wheelwrights  .  . 

2 

Tailoring 

2 

Smiths 

3 

Coopers 

1 

Firelight  Manufacturers 

2 

Billiard  Table  Maker 

1 

Lamp  Stores 

1 

Motor  Body  Builders 

1 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register 

97 

« 


